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• AREA RUGS   • CARPETS   • HARDWOODS   • LAMINATE   • CERAMICS   • VINYL & WINDOW COVERINGS   • LUXURY VINYL PLANK

KEN’S CARPETS & URBAN HOME
STYLE CENTRE

Flooring Winnipeg since 1965

730 Archibald
233-0697

SPC 
Click Floor 

with attached pad

$1.99 sqft

Winnipeg Clinic
Radiant

Optical
Centre

Steven L. Mintz, CD, B.Sc., O.D.
Optometrist

benoitoptical@shaw.ca

Eye Exams
Monday to Friday

TELEPHONE
(204) 957-0392

FAX
(204) 957-3212

425 St. Mary Avenue
Winnipeg, MB R3C 0N2

140 VLTs open daily
from 10 am to 1 am

(VLTs are sanitized between use)

Wager on top tracks at ASD, 
Off-track locations & HPIbet.com

(Wager 24/7 at HPIbet.com)

BOOK YOUR
HOLIDAY PARTY

TODAY!
We will take care of

all the details for you!

3975 Portage Ave
ASDowns.com
204-885-3330

GAMING & EVENT CENTRE

Friday Steak
Special $24.95

Saturday
Prime Rib 

Special $29.95

Details at 
ASDowns.com

Reservations are
not required
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Community’s support sways sentencing
Judge says six months ’just and proportional’ for then-18-year-old drunk driver who killed friend

S
PINNING “doughnuts” in his truck 
at high speed on the family farm 
was something Kyle Nolan Devos 

told police he “did for fun.”
The fun turned to life-changing hor-

ror on a cold April night in 2018, after 
Devos got behind the wheel after drink-
ing at a party. His 15-year-old best 
friend was in the backseat and hadn’t 
put a seatbelt on. The truck fishtailed 
in the field just outside Bruxelles and 
flipped over, killing his friend.

A Crown attorney said the crime jus-
tified a four-year prison sentence for 
Devos, now 22.

Instead, Court of King’s Bench Jus-
tice Elliot Leven last month sentenced 
him to just six months in jail and three 
years probation, saying he could not 
ignore overwhelming evidence of his 
good character.

Devos was convicted after trial of 
driving impaired causing death and 
dangerous driving causing death in the 
April 7, 2018, tragedy about 100 kilo-
metres southwest of Portage la Prairie.

The victim cannot be identified by 
name under terms of the Youth Crim-
inal Justice Act.

Devos’ lawyer Ryan Amy provided 
court with 129 letters from family and 
community members attesting to his 
remorse, history of volunteerism and 
sports leadership.

“The letters make it clear that Mr. 
Devos is, in his very essence, a young 
man of kindness, empathy, integrity 
and generosity,” Leven said. “It would 
be unfair to simply ignore these essen-
tial facts in crafting a just and propor-
tional sentence.”

But those same letters, as well as a 
pre-sentence report prepared for court, 
provided evidence of a community that 
refused to concede a crime had been 
committed, and that the 15-year-old 
boy was instead the victim of a “freak 
accident,” Crown attorney Jay Funke 
argued at a sentencing hearing last 
June.

None of the letters acknowledged that 
Devos was drinking and driving, and 
many attempted to “normalize” his be-
haviour, Funke said.

One writer, who described himself as 
a friend to both Devos’ and the victim’s 
families said: “for reasons unknown to 
us, God decided he wanted (the victim) 
back.”

“I know very few teenage boys who 
have not spun their tires or cut power 
turns to some extent and this group was 
no different,” the man said. “Kyle Devos 
seems to be left holding the bag, so to 
speak, because he was driving.”

A pre-sentence report provided to 
court quoted Devos’ father as saying: 
“There is no daredevil in him at all…. 
He hasn’t done anything any farm boy 
hasn’t done.”

Funke argued the probation officer 
who wrote the pre-sentence report 
minimized Devos’s actions as well, de-
scribing the incident as an “accident.”

“Accidents are not intentional,” the pro-
bation officer wrote. “Mr. Devos did not 
anticipate or plan this tragic outcome.”

No one sets out to kill someone when 
they drive impaired, Funke said.

“That’s not required for conviction… 
that does not make what occurred an 
accident,” he said.

Funke argued the appropriate sen-
tencing range for a first-time offender 
was two to five years, pointing to the 
benchmark Manitoba case of Sergio 
Ruizfuentes, who was sentenced to 4 ½ 
years in prison for a 2009 drunk-driving 
crash that claimed the life of a 63-year-
old grandmother.

Funke said a four-year sentence for 
Devos would send a message to him and 
the community that the incident “was 
not merely a freak accident.”

“This was criminal conduct that re-
sulted in the death of a 15-year-old child 
and that seems to be entirely lost on this 
community,” he said.

Devos was barely 18 at the time of 
the crime and should not be treated the 
same as an offender such as Ruizfuen-
tes, who was 41 when he was arrested 
and had a long history of driving of-
fences, Amy argued last June.

“Youths are a challenge in court be-
cause they don’t have the life experi-
ence and the law doesn’t account for 
that when deciding if someone is in-
nocent or guilty,” Amy said. “To hold 
(Devos) to the same standard isn’t fair.”

Leven appeared to agree.
“Comparing Mr. Devos and Mr. Ruiz-

fuentes, if the latter only deserved 4 ½ 
years in prison, it is fairly obvious that 
the former does not deserve four years 
in prison,” the judge said.

Devos doesn’t need jail to deter him, 
Amy said; his friend’s death has already 
done that.

“He is working every day that he 
can to make things as right as he can,” 
Amy said. “He could have moved to 
Winnipeg and become anonymous. He 
didn’t. He knows every time he leaves 
his house and comes into contact with 
neighbours and community members 
that they know what he did and what he 
is responsible for.”

Devos, addressing court last June, 
said he misses his friend “every minute 
of every day.”

“I don’t know what I was thinking 
that night, but I know I will never do 
anything like it again. I vow to speak to 
anyone who will listen about safety and 
the rules of the road.”
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AT THE THANKSGIVING TABLE
Ervin Nicholas chats with the folks at his table while eating his lunch Friday at Siloam Mission’s annual 
Thanksgiving meal.

Portage, Main barriers art shifts to ‘Manitoba pattern’

ARTWORK on the barriers at the intersec-
tion of Portage Avenue and Main Street is 
changing for the first time.

The pedestrian barriers were painted in 
2019 with a Pride rainbow motif. This time, 
the theme is “pulse” — meant to reflect how 
Winnipeg’s community, while diverse, has 
commonalities that connect one another.

“Whether rich or poor or different ethnici-
ties, we all have the same colour blood and 
we all have a pulse,” artist Jonato Dalayoan, 
who designed the new outdoor displays, said 
Friday in a statement.

Dalayoan, who is also the owner of 4Two 
Design Inc., said the colourful weaving pattern, 
meant to signify the coming and going of 
people at the intersection, was inspired by com-
mon cultural designs in Métis, Ukrainian, Cree, 
Filipino, African, and Norwegian cultures.

The design, chosen after a selection process, 
is set to be painted over the next several 
weeks.

“The goal was to create a design we all can 
be proud of and call our own Manitoba pat-
tern. One culture made up of unique people,” 
said Dalayoan.

As long as the pedestrian barriers are up, 
it’s good they are being used as a space to 
bring more art into the city’s core, Downtown 
Winnipeg Business Improvement Zone chief 
executive officer Kate Fenske said.

“The Downtown Winnipeg BIZ is hopeful 
that, one day, the intersection will be open 
to pedestrians, but until that day comes, it is 
important the area is highlighted as the heart 
of our city where commerce, arts and culture 
all come together.”

SUPPLIED

A rendering of the planned mural on the Portage and Main barricades. The design is meant to 
celebrate the city’s diversity.


